Survey report), which led to passage of New York's workers' compensation law. The bill was written by Eastman while serving on the New York State Employers' Liability Commission.
Eastman's speech, "Three Essentials for Accident Prevention," was delivered two weeks after the 1911 Triangle Factory fire, which killed 146 mostly immigrant young women in New York City. She proposes work environment measures that are predicated on three strategies for improving workplace health and safety and preventing occupational morbidities and mortality: collecting data, establishing and enforcing regulations, and creating economic incentives for employer compliance. The following is excerpted from her speech:
[B]enevolent talk about workingmen's insurance and compensation . . .
[might] appease . . . our sense of right . . . [but after events like the Triangle Fire] . . . who wants to hear about a great relief fund? What we want is to start a revolution. . . . We must pause and consider what are the essential weapons of our campaign.
The first thing we need is information, complete and accurate information about the accidents that are happening. It seems a tame thing to drop so suddenly from talk of revolutions to talk of statistics. But I believe in statistics just as firmly as I believe in revolutions. And what is more, I believe statistics are good stuff to start a revolution with [1] .
